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The Voice of Conscience:  

The Legacy of Brother Valentino 

 

 

mrold Anthony Phillip, universally 

revered as Brother Valentino, 

stands as one of Caribbean music’s 

most vital consciousness bards and socio-

political commentators. Born in Cherry Hill, 

Grenada, and raised in Trinidad from the age 

of five, Valentino’s distinguished career spans 

over six decades—marked by an unwavering 

commitment to giving voice to the working 

class, addressing systemic oppression, and 

championing global Pan-African liberation. 

 

From the Big Bamboo Tent to the Black 

Power Awakening 

Beginning his journey in the early 1960s at the 

iconic Big Bamboo Tent, Valentino quickly 

distinguished himself through a deeply 

philosophical and poetic approach to 

songwriting. As the 1970s brought a wave of 

Black Power consciousness across Trinidad 

and Tobago, he emerged as the definitive voice 

of the movement, earning the enduring titles 

"The People's Calypsonian" and "The Voice of Conscience." 

 

Across six decades of performance, Brother Valentino has stayed true to the 

foundational mandate of calypso as the 'true opposition' and a voice for the 

voiceless. 

His compositions seamlessly bridge traditional kaiso structures with Orisha/Shango percussion, folk 

idioms, and soul-infused brass arrangements, creating a sound uniquely tailored to message-driven 

music. 
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Landmark Anthems and Philosophical Kaiso 

Valentino’s catalog contains some of the most enduring anthems in Caribbean music history. His 1972 

masterwork, "Life Is a Stage," remains one of the most famous and widely quoted calypsos ever 

composed, celebrated for its profound existential observation. 

 

Brother Valentino's music seamlessly bridges traditional kaiso structures 

with Orisha percussion and soul-infused brass, proving calypso to be a 

sophisticated, evolving global art form. 

 

Other seminal tracks—including "Stay Up Zimbabwe," "Dis Place Nice," and "Barking 

Dogs"—solidified his status as an indispensable pillar of authentic, socially engaged kaiso. 

 

Jazz Fusion & Musical Collaborations 

Beyond the traditional calypso tent, Valentino’s artistic evolution is deeply intertwined with key figures 

in Caribbean jazz fusion. His creative collaborations with visionary pianist Raf Robertson and master 

guitarist Theron Shaw brought a refined harmonic sophistication to his repertoire. 

These partnerships bridged the space between raw socio-political kaiso and high-level jazz 

improvisation, highlighting the harmonic complexity of his melodies and demonstrating that calypso 

stands comfortably alongside any global jazz tradition. 

 

A Lasting Cultural Legacy 

Across six decades on stages worldwide, Brother Valentino continues to be celebrated internationally 

as a master storyteller, cultural elder, and true guardian of Caribbean heritage. 

Artistic Highlights & Milestones 

• Consciousness & Black Power Era: Served as a prominent lyrical voice during the 1970s 

Black Power revolution in Trinidad and Tobago, crafting anthems that mirrored the social 

shift of the region.  

• Pan-African Anthems: Penned seminal liberation classics, including the 1979 anti-apartheid 

hit "Stay Up Zimbabwe" and 1980's "Ah Wo (Brand New Revolution)".  

• Cross-Disciplinary Collaborations: Featured as a lead solo artist in Astor Johnson’s 

groundbreaking Repertory Dance Theatre production, Poet and Prophet (1979).  

• Calypso Monarch Finalist: Advanced to the National Calypso Monarch finals with powerful 

commentary that challenged social inequality and urban decay.  
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Key Discography Highlights 

Year Title Format Key Notes / Tracks 

1972 
Life Is a 

Stage 
Single (7") 

Landmark existential kaiso masterpiece. A timeless, 

reflective philosophical masterpiece on human 

nature and performance. 

1975 
Dis Place 

Nice 
Single (7") 

Incisive commentary on national facade and 

struggle. A sharp, satirical commentary contrasting 

the island's natural beauty with socioeconomic 

struggles. 

1976 
Third World 

Messenger 

Full-Length 

LP 
Debut studio album released via Semp Production. 

1978 
Stay Up 

Zimbabwe 
Single (12") 

Anti-apartheid and Pan-African liberation anthem. 

A global pan-African anthem celebrating liberation 

and self-determination. 

1981 
Brand New 

Revolution 
EP (12") Arranged by Leston Paul; features Ah Wo. 

1982 Barking Dogs Single 

Classic competition track performed at Calypso 

Fiesta. Critical analyses of political rhetoric and 

institutional power dynamics. 

2005 
A Man And 

His Music 

CD 

Anthology 
Comprehensive retrospective compilation. 
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Caribbean Jazz to the World 

Support Enhance Promote Repeat !!  

SUBSCRIBE: 

https://www.caribbeanartsforum.com  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUe9GziGLq1WmNL9b9Q1fMw/videos   

https://www.instagram.com/anthonys_cari_jazz/  

https://www.facebook.com/anthony.maillard.5010/  

(All songs are copyrighted and are presented for artiste publicity, promotion, and public education 

only. Downloading or sale of the material is prohibited.  Please see Artiste’s website or Online Retail 

outlets for purchasing of material.) 
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